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Go Ask Alice -----

Got a burning financial questiorPhen
askAlice!

Today’s question is: What are e-
statements, and why should 1

sign up for them?

E-statements are an online ver
sion of the monthly or quarterly
account statements that we-cur
rently send you through the mail.
If you sign up for this service,
you opt to receive these online
statements instead of the paper
ones. Getting your statements
online is actuallysaferthan re
ceiving them in the maillArizona
is the number one state for iden
tity theft and fraud, so e-
statements are another step you
can take to protect yourself. En
cryption, firewalls, virus protec
tion, and strict authentication are
just some of the measures taken
to ensure that your online state
ments are safeAdditionally, your
online statement isonvenient

because it is ready sooner than the

paper statements that have to
travel through the mail system.
Access iasyas well. Using
Adobe Reader (free, download
able software), you can save your
statement to your computer for
future reference. Sign up today
for this new service to further
protect yourself from identity
theft! You can sign up on our
website www.msfcu.org, or call
us at 602-266-7781 to walk you
through the process.

Multi-authentication is on its
way! Coming at the end summer,
this will provide enhanced secu-

rity for our online banking system.
You don’t use online banking?
Now is a great time to sign up for
this useful service. Check your
account, make loan payments, and
transfer funds online 24/7!

¥CAR BUYING 101¥

Today’s topic: Reading the sticker.

What is ‘sticker price’? When a car
or truck is built, it is issued a win-
dow sticker. On this sticker, there
is information verifying the auto’s
make, model, and year. It also pro-
vides the suggested retail price, or

“sticker price.”

On the sticker, you’ll also find the
vehicle’s essential characteristics,
such as engine size and transmis-
sion type. The vehicle identifica-
tion number will be listed at the top
of the sticker. You should check to
make sure it corresponds with the
VIN posted on the driver’s side
dashboard. On the left side of the
sticker you’ll find a rundown of the
model’s standard features and its
trim level. On some, this section
also includes the general terms of
the manufacturer’s warranty cover-
age. On the right side of the
sticker are listed pertinent option
packages. The options actually
installed on the vehicle will be
listed, along with their suggested
prices. The vehicle’s mileage rat-
ings also usually appear on the

window sticker.

Remember, the above information
applies to the window stickers on
new vehicles. Used vehicles, on the
other hand, are required to have a

Buyers Guide sticker. This sticker

primarily indicates whether the car
is offered with a warranty (and if
so, the terms) or is being sold as is.
This sticker does NOT give you
specifics about the vehicle’s condi-
tion or certify its mileage. It also
doesn’t tell you to whom and whete
the vehicle has been titled, or if it
has ever been totaled in an acci-
dent. To obtain this info, get a ve-
hicle history report from a third-
party provider such as Carfax. Itis
also recommended that consumers
have the vehicle inspected by an
independent mechanic before pur-
chasing it and to get all promises
from the salesperson or dealership

in writing.

Home Equity Loan Holders! Remem
ber, as you borrow against the equity
in your home, youmayneedtoin -
crease your insurance to make sure
you are fully covered.
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